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Franklin Pierce
In as much as the civil war started several years after the presidency of Franklin Pierce, he did play a pivotal role in sparking the war. As a Democrat president, Pierce represented everything that was wrong with the Democrat party. Born and raised in New Hampshire, one of the many northern states that had been opposed to slavery. Furthermore, his father was a governor of New Hampshire and thus, it was without a doubt that Pierce was an abolitionist by virtue of his state but unfortunately he was a democrat to the core. As such, this made him earn the name “doughface,” Northern man with Southern principles. This makes him a darling among the Democrat leaders of the south who help him to be elected president (Cunningham, 2016). The Democrat party planted Pierce onto the presidency position so as to further their pro-slavery agenda to the Northern states and the whole country. He did nothing about the filibustering and enforced the Fugitive Slave Law in support of his party principles. The Kansas-Nebraska bill that Pierce signed into law in a bid to persuade the reluctant northern Democrats. The Act infuriated many northerners and what made it even worse was Pierce’s move to enforce the Fugitive Slave Act in Boston, Massachusetts, which shares border with New Hampshire his birth state. As such, this happenings sent a message to the Northerners that their territories would be absorb by the South under Pierce’s administration. Thus, they had to stand firm on their principalities and this eventually led to the civil war. 
Following through the podcast, there is a lot that changed about my perception of the Civil War. I have always known that there is usually this deep society that usually controls the country through the president that they put in the office. Almost all presidents usually have to contend with all these but for Pierce’s case it was extraordinary; Pierce had left the thinking for Democrat party and this exacerbated the stalemate that was there on the issue of slavery. As such, Pierce was a significant figure in the start of civil war and thus had he upheld his mandate as a president, then today we would be talking of a different America. If he would have stayed true to where he came from and followed their principalities, then the civil war would have been fought based on other issues. What I heard that surprised me was that the Republican Party was born during Pierce presidency that today has a significant political hold in the country.
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